
 
 

UBERTO PASOLINI’S MACHAN WINS VENICE EUROPA CINEMAS  LABEL 
 
 
September 5 2008: Uberto Pasolini’s MACHAN has won the Europa Cinemas Label as Best 
European film in the Giornate degli Autori/Venice Days section of the Venice Film Festival, it 
was announced today by the jury of four Europa Cinemas exhibitors – the fifth year the Label 
has been awarded in the section. 
 
MACHAN will now receive the support of the Europa Cinemas exhibitors who commit 
themselves to extend the length of its run on screen and additional promotion across the 
network. 
 
The Europa Cinemas jury of exhibitors consisted of Ana Cristina Santos  (DCA, 
Dundee/UK); Mario Lorini  (Garibaldi, Poggibonsi/Italy); Fredrik Jönsson  (Folkets Bio, 
Lund/Sweden) and Alexander Syllaba  (Cinema Paradiso, St. Pölten/Austria). 
 
The Jury issued the following statement about the film, "Immigration is a very real issue in 
Europe today and this is an enjoyable, well written and well directed film that makes its point 
with humour and without lapsing into cheap sentimentality. We feel that this can attract and 
entertain a wide audience around Europe and contribute to discussions of this important 
subject." 
 
Sold internationally by Beta Cinema, MACHAN is Pasolini’s directorial debut and stars 
Dharmapriya Dias (Stanley), Gihan de Chickera (Manoj), Dharshan Dharmaraj (Suresh), 
Namal Jayasinghe (Vijith), Sujeewa Priyalal (Piyal), Dayadewa Edirisinghe (Naseem). The 
screenplay is by Ruwanthie de Chickera and Uberto Pasolini with cinematography by 
Stefano Falivene.�A StudioUrania production, MACHAN is a co-production with Babelsberg 
Film GMBH, in association with Shakthi Film. Prasanna Vithanage is the producer. 
 
Colombo, Sri Lanka. A group of desperate slum dwellers, living on the margins of society 
under impossible pressures, believe an invitation to a handball tournament in Bavaria to be 
the answer to their prayers, a one way ticket to the West and the wealth that will solve all 
their problems.  
 
Previous winners of the Europa Cinemas Label are: 
 
Cannes/Directors’ Fortnight  
2003:  The Mother (Roger Michell, UK) 
  Kitchen Stories (Bent Hamer, Norway/Sweden) 
2004:   In the Battlefields / Dans les champs de bataille (Danielle Arbid, France / Belgium / 

Lebanon) 
2005:  La Moustache (Emmanuel Carrère, France) 
2006:  12:08 East of Bucharest/A Fost sau n-a fost ? (Corneliu Porumboiu, Romania) 
2007:  Control (Anton Corbijn, UK) 
 
Berlin/Panorama 
2005:  Live and Become / Radu Mihaileanu, France/Belgium/Israel) 



Cockles and Muscles / Crustacés et Coquillages  
(Olivier Ducastel, Jacques Martineau, France) 

2006:  Tough Enough / Knallhart (Detlev Buck, Germany) 
2007:  El Camino de los Ingleses / Summer Rain (Antonio Banderas, Spain) 
2008:   Revanche (Götz Spielmann, Austria) 
 
Venice/Venice Days 
2004:  Darwin’s Nightmare / Le Cauchemar de Darwin (Hubert Sauper, Austria/France/Belgium) 
2005:  Le Petit Lieutenant (Xavier Beauvois, France) 
2006:  Dark Blue Almost Black / Azul Oscuro Casi Negro (Daniel Sánchez Arévalo, Spain) 
2007:  Tricks / Sztuczki (Andrzej Jakimowski, Poland) 
  
Karlovy Vary (Main Competition and East of the West section) 
2006:  Frozen City / Valkoinen kaupunki (Aku Louhimies, Finland) 
2007:  The Class / Klass (Ilmar Raag, Estonia) 
2008:   Bahrtalo! Good Luck! (Róbert Lakatos, Hungary) 
 
 
 
 
Founded in 1992, the Europa Cinemas network now consists of a remarkable 1710 screens 
in 687 cinemas in 397 cities in 43 countries. Europa Cinemas’ aim is to support the 
programming and visibility of European films outside their country of origin, and to foster 
initiatives aimed at encouraging younger audiences to develop their interest in European 
films and cultural diversity. 

 
 

Europa Cinemas is supported by the MEDIA, Euromed Audiovisual II , programmes of the 
European Commission (Brussels), CNC (France),  FFA (Berlin), Eurimages  (Council of 

Europe, Strasbourg), French Ministry for Foreign and European Affairs (Paris���
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